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tions Rumford Medal." It is very good of the Cavendish people to
remember me this way. I am expecting to hear from the Royal Society
during next week. The office on Friday communicated the news to the
Gazette and it appeared in all the papers. The account isn't up to much,
but is correct as far as it goes___It never rains but it pours* On Saturday
morning I received a letter from Professor Hadley of Yale asking me if
I would deliver the Silliman Lectures at Yale this year. You remember
J. J. delivered them two years ago and came over for the purpose, and
Professor Sherrington (the physiologist) of Liverpool, last year. It is a
great distinction, more especially as the sum paid to the lecturer is
2500 dollars. There are supposed to be from eight to twelve original
lectures which axe to be published in book form by Yale University,
and the proceeds, if any, of the sale go to them* The fee you will agree
with me is not to be sneezed at. It is not often one can earn a year's
salary for ten lectures. Now Hadley tells me that the lectures should be
delivered in April and May, if possible, so if I deliver them I shall not be
able to start for New Zealand quite so early as I anticipated* I now put
the conundrum to you. Would you prefer 2500 dollars or three weeks
more of my company? It reminds me of the story of the lady and the
lion. I don't think however that I shall miss such a unique opportunity
of increasing our funds and of gaining scientific distinction at the same
time. The difficulty will be to get sufficiently new material for the
lectures as I will by that time have all the MSS through for my new
book. Hadley said at the end of the letter that the proposal was quite
independent of the talk re the Chair of Physics at Yale, but he thought
it would be a good opportunity to renew our discussion, I told Cox
about it and I think he is going to tell Peterson that they will have to get
a move on over the salary question pretty soon, unless they want to come
in after the event I have an idea that the question will ultimately work
our to our financial advantage. Peterson was very pleased over the
Rumford Medal, and they have plenty of reason for raising me specially,
without raising a revolt among the others* I am sure you would like
to be here at these times in order to keep in touch with what is going on,
but I wiH keep you as well informed as I can. My tenant paid up two
months rent all right, I wondered whether he was going to forget much
longer.  Harkness is coming along this evening to discuss the Yale
business. I went to see Dr Birkett about my throat which was worrying
deal. He said there was not much the matter, but that I had